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offended the headman, would be full of dangers and
difficulties. The permit applied for by him would
be very slow in reaching his hands: when it did reach
his hands, if he cleared half an acre more than it
allowed him to clear, his fine would be heavy; and
woe betide him if he rashly cleared a chena without
a permit at all.
Babehami had never liked Silindu, who was a bad
debtor. Silindu was too lazy even to cultivate a
chena properly, and even in a good year his crop
was always the smallest in the village. He was
always in want, and always borrowing; and Babe-
hami found it no easy task to gather in principal and
interest after the boutique-keepers from Kamburu-
pitiya had taken their dues. And he was not an easy
man to argue with: if he wanted a loan he would,
unheeding of any excuse or refusal, hang about the
headman's door for a whole day. But if it were a
case of repayment, he would sit staring over his
creditor's head, listening, without a sign or a word,
to the quiet persuasive arguments of the headman.
The headman's dislike became more distinct after
the birth of Punchi Menika and Hinnihami. Silindu
had resented his interference between him and his
wife, and when Dingihami died bitter words had
passed between them. Though Silindu soon forgot
them, Babehami did not. For years Silindu did not